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Specializing in Windows, Doors, Siding & Roofing!

St. Charles Showroom Now Open!

Join Us for Our Open HouSe!
Saturday, May 31st | 9am - 4pm

*ALL locati

EXTERIORS

Our Services

We are dealers with 10 window & door manufacturers,
including premier brands such as such as Marvin,
Infinity and ProVia.

We install quality siding brands: James Hardie,

LP SmartSide, Mastic & Alside

We install quality roofing brands: GAF, Certainteed,
Brava & Davinci

We provide professional measurement & expert
installation with a 10-year labor guarantee.

We provide custom pre-finishing on new

windows and doors.

**Save up to $1,000 on any new LandMark quote.
(Final discount is determined by project size and will be displayed
on your proposal; cannot be combined with other offers)
Visit our Showrooms for more details!

Visit Our Showrooms!

St. Charles
2400 E. Main Street, Ste. 114
630.361.6844

Libertyville
1244 N Milwaukee Ave
847.281.9890

Long Grove

404 Robert Parker Coffin Rd
847.281.9890

Mon-Fri: 8am-5pm

Sat: 9am-1pm

landmarkext.com

License #: 104-020125
Business license #: 105.010968

DON'T JUST MAKE YOUR HOUSE A HOME...MAKE IT A LANDMARK!
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BEST VERSION MEDIA

PUBLICATION TEAM
PUBLISHERS Stacy Chambers
CONTENT COORDINATOR Leigh Ann Klaus
DESIGNER Kari Hinrichs

CONTRIBUTING PHOTOGRAPHER
CeCee Nedrow

It's that time of year again, when the school year is winding down and
calendars are full of noteworthy events, such as Mother’s Day, weddings,

proms, graduations, awards nights, and field days. Everyone is anxious for

ADVERTISING
Contact: Stacy Chambers

summer, and that goes for me as well! s

Email: schambers@bestversionmedia.com
Phone: 630-998-3054

This month, we feature the Pritchett family. Young families like AJ, Erin, and
daughter Ellie are Batavia's future. They bring a lot of energy and passion,

FEEDBACK/IDEAS/SUBMISSIONS and they are happy to have chosen Batavia as their home. You can read |
Have feedback, ideas or submissions? about them on p. 6.
We are always happy to hear from you! Deadlines

for submissions are the 15" of each month. Go to | Also in this month’s issue, you will find information on the Batavia Wom-

www.bestversionmedia.com and click “Submit 0 .
. . an’s Club and how to become a member, some useful advice from a few
Content.” You may also email your thoughts, ideas

and photos to: Iklaus@bestversionmedia.com. expert contributors, and a calendar full of things to do this spring.

HOA SUBMISSION INFORMATION

Are you on the association board for your Leigh Ann Klaus Stacy Chambers

subdivision? Contact us for information on how Content Coordinator Publisher

you can submit articles, updates, reminders, lklaus@bestversionmedia.com 630-998-3054
events and more to the residents. We create schambers@bestversionmedia.com r

customized homeowners association sections at
no cost to the HOA or the residents.

IMPORTANT PHONE NUMBERS
Emergency

Police Department

Fire Department. ...630-454-2100
City Hall 630-879-1424
Library .. 630-879-1393
Park District 630-879-5235
School District 630-937-8800

Law Hesselbaum

Attorneys at Law

Law Elder Law...

BASED UPON A SURVEY OF THEIR PEERS

by Leading Lawyers Magazine,
THE ATTORNEYS OF LAW HESSELBAUM LLP.

CONTENT SUBMISSION DEADLINES
Content Due: Edition Date:
December 15 NE VY
January 15 February TOP LAWYERS in Illinois
February 15 March
March 15 .April

April 15..

ZACH HESSELBAUM:
Elder Law; Tax; Trust/Will/Estate
—

DIANA M. LAW:
Id
July 15.... E—

August 15. RICK L. LAW:
Elder Law; Trusts/Wills/Estates

September 1 ....October —
October 15 November FAVIOLA RAMIREZ:

Elder Law; Trusts/Wills/Estate

November 15 December

From left to right: Faviola Ramirez, Diana M. Law, Rick L. Law, Zach Hesselbaum

Any content, resident submissions, guest columns, advertisements and

advertorials are not necessarily endorsed by or represent the views of A lawyer CANNOT buy the distinction of Leading or Emerging Lawyer.

This distinction was earned by being among those lawyers most often recommended by their peers.
Best Version Media (BVIM) or any municipality, homeowners associations, Y g g WY Y p

businesses or organizations that this publication serves. BVM is not
responsible for the reliability, suitability or timeliness of any content

2275 Church Road | Aurora, IL 60502

submitted, inclusive of materials generated or composed through artificial

Phone: 630.585.5200 | Fax: 630.566.0811 | www.lawhess.com

intelligence (AD. All content submitted is done so at the sole discretion of

the submitting party. © 2025 Best Version Media. All rights reserved.

MAY 2025 3




£ ]

EXPERT CONTRIBUTORS

Advanced Wound Care

John Konopelski DNP; C-APN
Nurse Practitioner

United Wound Care Center
630-478-9939

2116 W. Galena Blvd. Ste 112

Aurora, IL 60506
www.unitedwoundcarecenters.com

Estate Planning and Elder Law

Zach Hesselbaum

Law Hesselbaum LLP, Law Elder Law
2275 Church Road

Aurora, IL 60502

630-585-5200

www.lawhess.com

Flooring

Belinda Demski
7= Douglas Carpet One Floor & Home
CARPET 490 N. Randall Rd, Batavia, IL
ONE 630-232-8600
FLOOR & HOME® belindad@douglascarpetone.com
www.douglascarpetone.com

Financial Advisor

Scott Green, CRPC, AAMS
EDWARD JONES
630-549-3044
scott.r.green@edwardjones.com

Heating and Cooling
M Bill and Josette White

. Patriot Heating and Cooling
Tt 331-229-0212
www.patriothvacservices.net

Insurance Expert

Robin Barraza

American Family
331-212-3994
barrazaagency@amfam.com

BATAVIA LIVING

Kitchen & Bath Design & Build

[ Ken Spears
m 815-756-9779
- www.kenspearsconstruction.com

office@kenspearsconstruction.com

Residential & Commercial Real Estate

sanwviapNtererises - BEI Commercial Real Estate
630-879-3680
info@beicre.com
www.beicre.com

Medicare Expert

Mary Hansen

American Republic Insurance Services
630-286-9160

1958 Aberdeen Ct. Suite 14

Sycamore, IL 60178
www.maryhansenmedicare.com
mhansenhealthcare@gmail.com

Personal & Professional Development

Michael Shoultz, PhD

Chief Inspirational Officer

Spirit Rising Coaching
773-217-8574
Michael@SpiritRisingCoaching.com
www.SpiritRisingCoaching.com

Vein Specialists

Kevin Kern D.O.

Vein Specialists of Geneva
630-425-0800

1792 S. Randall Rd.

Geneva, IL 60134
www.veinspecialistsofgeneva.com

To learn more about becoming anexpert
contributor, contact Stacy Chambers at
schambers@bestversionmedia.com

or 630-998-3054.
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DOYOUR DUCTS NEED GEANING?
BREATHE CLEAN & HAVE A HEALTHY HOME!

COMPREHENSIVE
FURNAGE/ AIR
CONDITIONER

CLEAN & CHECK

54900

100 OFF

ANYREPAIR
OR

S400 orr

ANY INSTALL

PAERIOT

' Heating & Cooling Services, Inc.

Your Friendly Neighborhood Heating,
@ Cooling & Duct Cleaning Gompany @
Exceptional Client Service 24/7/365

Call Now!
331229-0212

visa [ = 1

*Call for details on restrictions and expiration
dates of listed Patriot HVAC coupon specials.

CHECK OUT OUR WEBSITE FOR MONTHLY
SPECIALS & HOT DEALS!

www.patriothvacservices.net

‘Lending a Helping Hand

CLUB CORNER I

BY LEIGH ANN KLAUS | PHOTOS COURTESY OF THE BATAVIA WOMAN'S CLUB

When it comes to their mission, members
of the Batavia Woman's Club (BWC) believe
Audrey Hepburn said it best: “As you grow
older, you will discover that you have two
hands - one for helping yourself, the other
for helping others.” These words reflect what
BWCis all about - enhancing the lives of oth-
ers through community service and giving,
all while having fun and making friends in
the process.

In 1892, 12 Bataviawomen formed the Woman's
Colombian Club and met regularly in each
other's homes. Five years later, they changed
the name of their group to the Batavia Woman's
Club. These women were interested in learn-
ing more about social, environmental, and
other issues affecting women and children.
Over the last 133 years, the club has grown
substantially and expanded its reach but still
stays true to its roots. “Our success in aiding
the community is directly related to our club
members who give their time and energy,”
says Cynthia Kieckhefer, BWC president.

Now, with more than 85 members throughout
the Fox Valley and beyond, the club has its
“hands” in numerous efforts in and around
the community, including the following:

+ Charity luncheon and fashion show - Past
events have benefitted Mutual Ground,
Rise from the Ashes, CASA Kane County,
CHIPIN, Valley Sheltered Workshop, and
others.

+ Plant sales for scholarships - Money
raised helps middle school students
attend STEAM (science, technology,
engineering, arts, and math) summer
camps.

+ Special event fundraising and service
- Things like a garage sale and other

fun events have raised money for the
Batavia Depot Museum and the Batavia
Flag Day Monument, as well as TriCity
Family Mental Health Services.

+ Community service - BWCis always will-
ing to lend a hand when needed.

+ Supportinglocal charities - Local groups
such as Mutual Ground, the Batavia United
Way, Batavia Interfaith Food Pantry, Laza-
rus House, Fox Valley Hands of Hope,
and others have been the focus of the
club’s efforts in the past. “The BWC is
always ready and able to step up to the
plate to help these groups when called
upon,” says Cynthia.

The BWC holds monthly dinner meetings
on the first Monday of the month, which
usually include a speaker or presentation.
Butit's not all business - club members like
to socialize and have fun as well by holding
events throughout the year. If you are in-
terested in learning more about the Batavia
Woman's Club, send an email to bwc1892@
gmail.com and arrange to attend a gen-
eral meeting, or visit the club’s website at
www.bataviawomansclub.org.
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COVER FEATURE

THE
PRITCHETT
FAMILY

BELIEVING IN FATE

BY LEIGH ANN KLAUS
PHOTOS BY PORTRAITS BY CECEE

hen AJ and Erin Pritchett purchased their home in

Batavia, they believed it was their destiny. They had
been renting the top floor of a house on South Water Street
for a few years but were thinking about buying something
of their own. Then, when they returned home from their
honeymoon in 2020, they noticed a “for sale” sign in the
front yard of the house next door. They leaped at the op-
portunity. “We felt it was fate, as we love our neighborhood
and community,” they share. “And it was the easiest move
of all time, as we just walked everything over with a dolly!”

6  BATAVIA LIVING



AJ and Erin are the kind of people everyone wants as neighbors. En-
ergetic and personable, they view events in their life as opportunities
to meet new people, try something new, or just have fun. High school
sweethearts, the two have known each other since middle school. They
both attended Lisle High School - A graduated in 2013 and Erin in
2104. AJ then joined his dad and went to work in the family business,
Great Guys Cleaning & Concierge, which provides carpet cleaning and
air duct cleaning services. He has been there for about 10 years and
says heis proud to grow the business into a well-known and respected
name in the Fox Valley community.

Erin attended North Park University in Chicago and earned a bachelor’s
degree in music performance. While in college, she was captain of the
dance team as well as a member of the opera production program,
gospel choir, and chamber singers. After college, she got ajob coaching
the dance team at Metea Valley High School in Aurora. She has now
been the head coach for eight years and has loved the challenge of
growing the program from the ground up, leading the team to multiple
state IDTA titles. Erin also held several clerical positions at the school
and worked at Pal Joey's for seven years as a bartender, server, and
manager. However, with the birth of their daughter a little more than a
year ago, she wanted a position with a more traditional work schedule,
so she accepted a job at the Holmstad in Batavia. “I enjoy getting to
use my passions and skills planning events to bring staff and residents
together,” she says.

The Pritchetts love to adventure. After they got married in September
of 2020, they hit the road for their honeymoon in their beloved camper,
nicknamed “Clippy,” and spent two weeks exploring the western United
States. Clippy is also great for one-night stays at lllinois State Parks,
where they can hike and cook meals over a campfire. Aj and Erin also
make it a tradition to attend the Indianapolis 500 every year with a
group of friends and family members. “The group has grown every
year, and now we are up to 20 people who all camp and attend the race
together,” they say. Al is a big racing fan, and he competes in iRacing
competitions. He has won a number of titles and podiums.

In January of 2024, AJ and Erin’s lives changed dramatically when their
daughter Ellie was born. “She is the light of our life!” Erin gushes. “She is
smart, funny, and active. She loves to talk, dance, and play with her pets!”

The pets Ellie loves so much are two cats, Ziggy and Dolly, and a dog
named Pippa. The family adopted Dolly and Pippa from Anderson
Humane, although AJ actually “met” Pippa while on a job at a family’s
home. “Pippa ran right up to AJ for pets and kisses, which is a normal
day on the job for him,” Erin explains. But this time turned out to be
different, as the family asked him, “Do you want to keep her?” The family
had been fostering Pippa as she was recovering from leg amputation
surgery. AJ and Erin fell in love with her and brought her home with
them a few days later. “She is the best dog we could ever ask for!” they
say. “Pippa the tripod is a bit famous in our neighborhood, and people
are so surprised to find out that she only has three legs with how great
she gets around!”

Although AJ and Erin moved to Bataviain 2017 because of Al's business,
they feel it was the perfect move for other reasons as well. In fact, they
love it so much that last May, they convinced Erin's mom to leave her
lifelong homein Lisle and settle just a few blocks from them. “She is lov-
ing it!" Erin says. They all love being close to downtown Batavia, the Fox
River Trail, and the Quarry. They also enjoy trips to the Batavia Library,
local parks, and the Comedy Vault for a night out. “Our neighbors and
community have always made us feel welcome and safe,” they say.
“Batavia is such awonderful place to live and work and grow our family.”

WELCOME
CAPITAL O

T0 THE RACING
FTHE WORLD




Bl COMMUNITY SUBMISSION

K. HOLLIS JEWELERS 20TH
ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION

BY DANI JEFFERSON | PHOTOS BY K. HOLLIS

K. Hollis Jewelers marked two decades in business with an unforgettable 20th Anniversary
Celebration on April 5, bringing together loyal customers, friends old and new, and a day
full of sparkle, surprises, and heartfelt moments.

The event featured a special performance by Ms. Illinois Universe Ambassador USA,
Carmen Santiago-Keenon, who wowed the crowd with her powerful performance of
“Valerie” by Amy Winehouse. One of the most talked-about moments? A surprise flash
mob choreographed and led by owner Karen Hollis herself to “Raise Your Glass” by
PInk—an uplifting tribute to the community that's supported the store over the years.

Guests enjoyed live music from Regina Rice, delicious drink specials, and the highly
anticipated debut of K. Hollis Jewelers' expanded lab-grown diamond fine and fashion
jewelry collections—including the launch of Bare Brilliance, a brand-new line featuring
a sleek floating setting with zero visible prongs.

The grand finale of the day was the announcement of the winner of the 2-carat lab-grown

- diamond raffle—longtime customer and friend of the store, Debbie Paulsen.
)
¢ Hollis Jewelers thanks everyone who came out to celebrate this milestone and looks
:‘ forward to many more sparkling years ahead.
N,

SHE DOESN'T
BELONG IN A
SHELTER.

ahconnects.org/adopt
or scan here to meet all of
our adoptable animals

() ANDERSON HUMANE '
Photo: Blondie, Lab Mix : S e 7
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GROWING MEMORIES SINCE 1949

Honey Fest

Get ready for a
SUZZ-M10itTr1'{ day of fun!

1“(’)':%13,#:11 BATAVIA PLAIN DIRT GARDENERS
e ANNOUNCE NEW SCHOLARSHIP

Live ) Crafte,
STMusic™ dor Shy,
BY PENNY MCDOWELL

2855 Hart Rd. Aurora The Batavia Plain Dirt Gardeners have established a scholarship for a graduating high school

student who plans to pursue a career requiring an associate or bachelor's degree in hor-
(.\ ticultural science fields such as agriculture, botany, conservation, ecology, environmental

) \
MGne: science, forestry, or land management.
Northernfllinois Backflow e
|

The scholarship amountis $2,000, and applicants must currently reside within the boundar-
ies of Batavia Public School District 101. The application must be completed and submitted
to Batavia Plain Dirt Gardeners by Friday, May 30, 2025; the winner will be notified by email
by Monday, June 30, 2025. The financial award is for education tuition and shall be paid
directly to the institution the recipient will be attending. Applications can be obtained by
visiting bataviaplaindirtgardeners.org or emailing bataviaplaindirtgardeners@gmail.com.

Graduating High School Seniors May Apply for $2000 Assistance

“Batavia Plain Dirt Gardeners are honored to be able to help further the education of a
Batavia student,” say Doris Trout club president. “The organization promotes a love of
sustainable gardening and the natural world through education and volunteerism. This
new scholarship helps fulfill that mission.”

Backflow Testing

Repairs Batavia Plain Dirt Gardeners, a 501(c)(3) organization, supports and conducts educational
New Installs and informational activities that promote gardening and support the Batavia Wildflower
Sanctuary and other community projects related to gardening and native plant preserva-
Residential « Commercial ¢ Industrial [R:=Tle provides a network wherein gardeners can share their expertise and further a

630' 231_1595 strong and growing interest in gardening.

24 hr Emergency Service The Batavia Plain Dirt Gardeners is open to all persons interested in gardening. For more

= information, see our website at bataviaplaindirtgardeners.org, or contact us at
www-nibackflow.com bataviaplaindirtgardeners@gmail.com

COUNT ON US
FOR YOUR INSURANCE NEEDS TMERICAN ALY

l Call for an insurance quote today! P ————

Insure carefully, dream fearlessly.

Robin Barraza, Agent (331) 2123994 Contact Me
Barraza & Associates, LLC barrazaagency@amfam.com | amfam.com

HOME | AUTO | LIFE | BUSINESS | FARM&RANCH
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FINANCIAL FOCUS®

HOW TO COPE WITH MARKET VOLATILITY

The financial markets always go through periods of instability. And
we may see more of that now, given concerns about tariffs, inflation,
and the economy. As an investor, how can you deal with this volatility?

Some investors try to take advantage of market ups and downs by
attempting to follow the age-old advice to “buy low and sell high” —
that s, they seek to buy stocks when they feel prices have bottomed
out, and they sell stocks when they think the market has reached a
high point. In theory, thisis a greatidea, butin practice, it's essentially
impossible because no one can really predict market highs and lows.

Rather than trying to anticipate highs and lows, your best strategy
for coping with the price fluctuations of the financial markets is to
diversify your investment portfolio by owning a mix of stocks, bonds,
and other types of securities. Different types of financial assets can
move in different directions at any given time — so, for example,
stocks may be up while bonds are down, or vice versa. If you only
owned one of these types of assets and the market for that asset
class was down, your portfolio could take a bigger hit than if you
owned a variety of asset types.

And you can further diversify within individual asset categories. Stocks
can be domestic or international, large-company or small-company
— and these groupings can also move in different directions at the
same time, depending on various market forces. As for bonds, they
too don'talways move in a uniform direction or at least with the same
intensity — for instance, when interest rates rise, bond prices tend
to fall, butlonger-term bonds may fall more than shorter-term ones,
which are closer to maturity with fewer interest payments remain-
ing. Conversely, when rates are falling, longer-term bonds may be
more attractive because they lock in higher yields for a longer time.
Consequently, one diversification technique for bonds is to build a
“ladder” containing bonds of varying maturities.

Some investments, by their nature, are already somewhat diversified.
A mutual fund can contain dozens, or even hundreds, of stocks or a
mixture of stocks and bonds. And different mutual funds may have
differentinvestment objectives — some focus more on growth, while
others are more income-oriented — so further diversification can
be achieved by owning a mix of funds.

Furthermore, some investors achieve even greater diversification by
owning alternative investments, such as real estate, commodities,
and cryptocurrencies, although these vehicles themselves are often
more volatile than those in more traditional investment categories.

While a diversified portfolio is important for every investor, your
exact level of diversification — the percentages of your portfolio
devoted to stocks, bonds, and other securities — will depend on
your individual risk tolerance, time horizon, and financial goals. You

10 BATAVIA LIVING

BY SCOTT GREEN OF EDWARD JONES

may want to consult with a financial professional about creating the
diversified investment mix that's right for your needs.

Ultimately, while diversification can't guarantee profits or protect
againstall losses, it can help you reduce some of the risks associated
with investing and better prepare you to deal with the inevitable
volatility of the financial markets — two key benefits that can help
you over the many years you'll spend as an investor.

This article was written by Edward Jones for use by your local Edward Jones
Financial Advisor.

Edward Jones, Member SIPC

You must evaluate whether a bond or CD ladder and the securities held within
it are consistent with your investment objectives, risk tolerance and financial
circumstances. Including callable bonds may increase the interest rate risk
of a bond ladder. Bonds may be called prior to maturity, which could result
in lower yields with new investments.

> edwardjones.com | Member SIFC

Edward Jones

What's important to you?
Let's map out your future together.

| Scott R Green, AAMS™, CRPC™
Financial Advisor

224 Kirk Rd

_ Ste. 224

B St Charles, IL 60174
630-549-3044




5'¢ CHILDREN’S ACADEMY 7.0
SERVIIE & WEEHS TO (2 YEARS

929 E. Wilson, Batavia | 630-425-3164 | kqchildrenacademy.com
Open 6:30am - 6pm (Mon- Fri)

New eeeepiing Infonis for our
Summer Crogrami

We focus on nurturing development through activities and
care, including feeding, diapering, and engaging in play and
learning experiences.

-

STRAIGHT TEETH,
BEST PRICE-THAT’S NICE!

ORTHODONTIC

BRACES FOR
$195/MO

T.SUBJECT TO TERMS & CONDITIONS,

SCANTO
SCHEDULE! © g3

MAY 8-10, 17-18, AND 23-24
TWELFTH NIGHT

BY WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE
@Albright Community Theatre

Time: Fri. and Sat. 7:30pm; Sun. 2:30pm
Cost: $23 adults; $13 children 13 and
younger and seniors 65 and older
Albrighttheatre.com

THURS., MAY 15

35TH ANNUAL CELEBRATING
DEMENTIA CHAMPIONS DINNER
This event supports Elderday Center. It
will be an evening of good food, music,
and dancing, and a celebration of the Fox
Valley area dementia champions.
@Riverside Receptions in Geneva
Time: 5:30pm

Cost: $75

elderdaycenter.org

FRI., MAY 16
TOUCH-A-TRUCK

Bring your kids to see local
trucks up close!

@Eastside Community Center
Time: 10am-noon

Cost: FREE

Bataviaparks.org

SUN., MAY 18

CASA KANE COUNTY'S
COUNTRYSIDE CLAYS FOR KIDS
The day includes sporting clays, lunch,
silent auction, and raffles

@St. Charles Sportsmen’s Club, Elburn
Time: 10:30am

Cost: $125 per person
Casakanecounty.org

SAT., MAY 24 - SUN., MAY 25
ST. CHARLES FINE ART SHOW
Features the original work of more than
100 fine artists.

@Riverside Avenue

in downtown St. Charles

Time: Sat. 10am-6pm; Sun. 10am-5pm
Cost: FREE

Stcharlesfineartshow.com

SAT., JUNE 7

BATAVIA UNCORKED!

Tickets include entry to the event and
three hours of wine tasting.

@Peg Bond Center

Time: 1-4pm

Cost: S35 per person (S10 for designated
drivers). Purchase tickets online.
Bataviaparks.org

FRI., JUNE 13

POSH PICNIC

The biggest fundraiser of the year for
Lazarus House. The event includes cock-
tails, dinner, dancing, and live auction.
@Revelry 675 in Batavia

Time: 5:30-9:30pm

Cost: $195 per person

Lazarushouse.net

MON., JUNE 23

BATAVIA CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
51ST ANNUAL GOLF CLASSIC
Includes breakfast, lunch, 18 holes, and
cart rental

@Bliss Creek Golf Course

Time: 7:30am check-in;

9am shot-gun start

Cost: $175 per person

*HAPPY »
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SpiritRising

A FRESH APPROACH TO SUSTAINABLE BUSINESS GROWTH

BY MICHAEL SHOULTZ, PHD, HUMAN POTENTIAL ARCHITECT

SPIRIT RISING COACHING

THREE-PART SERIES: LEAD BOLDLY:
INSIDE-OUT STRATEGIES FOR BUSINESS GROWTH

What does it take to grow a successful business today? Ask a room
full of business owners, and you'll hear answers shaped by today’s
fast-paced, high-pressure environment: “We need more visibility.”
“We need to adapt to Al and tech shifts.” “We need to retain good
people.” “We need more time.”

All valid. All real.

Butin the race to scale, many leaders are discovering what's missing
isn'tjust a smarter strategy—it's a stronger foundation. One that starts
with clarity, connection, and the courage to lead from the inside out.

As a business coach and cultural strategist, I've had the privilege of
working with both small business owners and decision-makers in
larger organizations. Regardless of size or sector, the businesses that
thrive share a common trait: they are grounded. They know who they
are, what they stand for, and where they're headed. And perhaps
most importantly, they take time to align their people, processes,
and plans with that core identity.

In this first article of a three-part series, we'll explore what it means
to power your business growth from the inside out—and why doing
so is more important now than ever.

The Growth Trap: More Isn't Always Better

In our high-speed, hustle-focused world, growth is often equated
with doing more. More clients, more revenue, more marketing, more
hours. But doing more doesn't always lead to growing better.

When growth is reactive—driven by pressure instead of purpose—it
leads to burnout, staff turnover, and misaligned decision-making. I've
seen business owners lose themselves in the whirlwind, and teams
become disconnected from the mission that once inspired them.

That's why sustainable growth starts with reflection, not reaction.

Step One: Anchor in Purpose

Every business has a purpose beyond profit. It's the reason your
company exists—what gets you out of bed in the morning and keeps
you going through tough times. Yet as businesses scale or face new
challenges, it's easy to drift from that original "Why."

If you haven'trecently revisited your business's purpose, values, and
vision, now is the time. Ask yourself:

+ What impact are we here to make?
+ What do we stand for?
+ Howarethose beliefs reflected in the way we lead, hire, and serve?

When your purpose is clear and communicated consistently, it becomes
a powerful filter for decision-making and a magnet for like-minded
employees and customers.

Step Two: Align Your People

Your team is your greatest growth asset—but only if they feel aligned
and engaged.

Alignment means more than just knowing the company mission. It's
about helping each person see how their individual role connects to
the bigger picture. When team members feel valued and included,
they become invested. They innovate. They stay.

Start by asking:

+ Does every team member know how their work contributes
to our goals?

+ Do they feel seen, heard, and supported?

+ Are we creating a culture that encourages both accountability
and belonging?

(glolrlﬂii%l

COACHING

773-217-8574

COACHING FOR GROWTH MINDED LEADERS & BUSINESS OWNERS

Equipping leaders and teams to rise—
with clarity, connection, and intention!

Let's connect for a free SO—Minute Sessio :

Michael Shoultz, PhD
Coach - Strategist - Partner in Purpose
www.SpiritRisingCoaching.com
michael@spiritrisingcoaching.com
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In my work helping leaders strengthen team relationships and emo-
tional intelligence, | often support businesses in learning how to
communicate more clearly and work together more effectively. These
insights don't just reduce conflict—they unlock collaboration and
increase trust, both of which are critical to growth.

Step Three: Focus with Intention

Once you're grounded in purpose and your people are engaged,
it's time to prioritize. Not everything that's urgent is important. The
most effective business leaders | coach are intentional. They make
space for strategic thinking. They create margin, not just momentum.

This might mean:
+ Blocking regular time to review long-term goals
+ Saying no to projects that don't align with your core focus
+ Delegating more so you can lead better

Growthisn'tabout doing everything—it's about doing what matters well.

REAIWNS @ TELL US

Final Thoughts

In times of economic uncertainty or rapid change, the temptation
is to speed up. But real power comes when you pause, reflect, and
grow from the inside out.

When your business is rooted in purpose, your team is connected,
and your strategy is intentional, growth becomes a byproduct of
alignment—not exhaustion.

In the next article, we'll explore how to scale your business through
uncertainty without losing your soul—or your sanity.
About the Author

Michael Shoultz is a Human Potential Architect, business coach, and
founder of Spirit Rising Coaching. He helps individuals and organizations
grow with purpose through leadership development, team alignment,
and values-based strategies. Learn more at SpiritRisingCoaching.com or
follow him on LinkedIn @MichaelShoultz.
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AUTO REPAIR

3 I Family Owned ar@perated
" ﬂ?\

e,

oy
630-800-2661

102 S. Lincolnway | No

GIVE YOUR HOME THE

CURB APPEAL IT DESERVES

serving the fox valley

a stunning exterior you'll love

630-326-9515

info@procitypainting.com
procitypainting.com

Pro City Painting's exterior painting services. Our skilled team
specializes in delivering top-notch results that stand the

test of time, protecting your home from the elements while
enhancing its beauty. From prepping surfaces to applying a
fresh, durable coat of paint, we ensure that your home leaves
a lasting impression on neighbors and visitors alike, creating

Auto, Home, Life,
Commercial Insurance

Kevin Laurie, Insurance Agent
1921 W Wilson St

Batavia, IL 60510-3194
www.countryfinancial.com/kevin.laurie
kevin.laurie@countryfinancial.com
(630)449-0917

Auto, home and business insurance policies issued by COUNTRY Mutual
Insurance Company®, COUNTRY Preferred Insurance Company® and
COUNTRY Casualty Insurance Company®. Life insurance policies issued
by COUNTRY Life Insurance Company®and COUNTRY Investors Life
Assurance Company®, Bloomington, IL.

CORNTRY

0822-032MM_26055-8/15/2023

special offer
Complete Exterior or Interior
Paint Walls & Ceiling for $3899*

* Applies to most homes and does not include paint.

PRO CITY
PAINTING
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TRANSFORMING YOUR

Ettrior Gpaces

BY GREG SPEARS

At Ken Spears Construction, we believe in creating inspired outdoor
spaces that turn everyday moments into extraordinary experiences.
From cozy fire pits to elegant pergolas and outdoor kitchens, we
specialize in remodeling that brings comfort, style, and personality
to your yard. Your backyard should be more than just a patch of
grass—it should be your sanctuary. A place to gather, to unwind,
and to feel at home. Ready to reimagine what your outdoor living
canbe?Here are seven ways to create a backyard retreat you'll never
want to leave.

1. Incorporate a Fire Pit

A fire pit becomes an instant gathering spot, offering warmth,
ambiance, and a place to unwind. Whether you prefer wood-
burning or gas, the flicker of flames invites connection. Surround
it with comfortable seating and soft lighting for a space that
draws you in night after night.

2. Include a Functional Outdoor Kitchen

Outdoor kitchens extend your living space and elevate hosting.
A thoughtfully designed setup with built-in appliances, ample
prep surfaces, and weatherproof finishes makes outdoor cook-
ing effortless. Add shade and lighting to keep the space inviting
day or night.

3. Choose Quality Outdoor Furniture

Durable, weather-resistant furniture sets the stage for comfort
and longevity. Choose materials like teak or powder-coated metal,
and layer in cushions and textiles in fade-resistant fabrics to
make your space feel like an extension of your home.

4. Maximize Your Space

Whether you're working with a small yard or a sprawling land-
scape, strategic design makes all the difference. Multi-level patios,
vertical gardens, and built-in seating help define areas and make

RS
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the most of every square foot, turning even compact spaces
into functional retreats.

5. Incorporate Shade Structures

Add comfort and style with gazebos, pergolas, or sunrooms.
These structures not only provide relief from the elements but
also help create defined zones for dining, lounging, or relax-
ing poolside. Bonus: They extend the season for enjoying your
backyard.

6. Add Natural Touches

Blending nature into your design creates a sense of calm and
connection. Use native plants, stone paths, wood textures, and
a mix of flowers or grasses to soften hard edges and ground
your space in the surrounding environment.

C O NSTRUCTION

We help create, design & renovate
Kitchens @ Baths @ Interior ® Exterior

Unique, Modern and Complete Home

Renovation with over 50 Years Experience.

815-756-9779 E'W

NARI 2
kenspearsconstruction.com %;lgf‘*

[
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7. Make It Personal

The most memorable backyards reflect the people who
live there. Add ambiance with string lights, lanterns,
or a fire feature. Bring in movement and tranquility
with a small fountain or pond. Layer in outdoor rugs,
throw pillows, or a favorite sculpture. Whether it's a
quiet reading nook or a yoga mat tucked under the
trees, these personal touches transform your yard
into a true sanctuary.

Ready to Get Started?

At Ken Spears Construction, we're here to help bring your
backyard vision to life. Whether you're dreaming of a
gourmet outdoor kitchen, a peaceful garden escape, or
a multifunctional entertaining space, we'll design and
build a space that feels like home. Explore our portfo-
lio, schedule a consultation, and let's start planning your
perfect outdoor retreat.

- SUMMER CAMP

v June 23-27 9-1lam July 21-25 9-11am

|
ey - p July 14-18 9-1lam Aug 4-8 9-11a & 9a-1p
) f ~l
§ el

V , GOALKEEPER CAMP

-t Aug 4-8 9a-1p

FALL REC LEAGUE DATES:

g Sept. 6th - Oct. 25th

%

—

3625 Campton Hills Road « St. Charles *+ 630.377.1101 « tcsa.net
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FOR ENTERTAINMENT

BY KIM CAMPBELL, PARAMOUNT THEATRE | PHOTO BY LIZ LAUREN

Aurora may be the second largest city in the state, but it's home to
the largest subscription-based theatre in the country: Paramount
Theatre. That means, each year, more than 35,000 people sign up
to see all four shows in Paramount’s award-winning Broadway Se-
ries - which draws a total of more than 300,000 patrons per year.

Do these people love live theatre? Of course. Do they appreciate
the amazing value of buying two shows, getting two shows for free
when they subscribe? Absolutely.

Most importantly, they trust Paramount to deliver on each perfor-
mance of every show, year in and year out. They also know they're
a part of the Paramount family, and a team of dedicated profession-
als is ready to help them with everything from ticket exchanges to
restaurant recommendations to accessibility needs.

So, if you've yet to experience Paramount, why should you make
the trip?

Well... go for the lavish costumes and grand sets. Go for the magnifi-
cent choreography and astonishing acting. Go for the unforgettable
stories. Because when that curtain goes up, the thunderous overture
begins and the towering set comes to life, it's all about the journey
the artists and audience take together.

And Paramount has got some amazing stories to tell on its stages:

At Paramount Theatre

Think you've seen Cats? Think again! Paramount is reinventing this
seven-time Tony Award winner: it's cirque meets Cats for a whole new
era of feline fans. You've never seen this iconic musical by Andrew
Llyod Webber quite like this. On stage April 30 - June 15.

630-454-4099

312-618-1352 “ .
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Ewmily Kristen Morris and Beth Stafford Laird in Paramount's
production of Disney's Frozen the Broadway Musical

At Stolp Island Theatre

Paramount opened the brand new, immersive Stolp Island Theatre
last year with Million Dollar Quartet, and the show continues to play
to rave reviews and sold-out audiences. You'll sit in a replica of Sun
Studio and be a fly on the wall as Elvis Presley, Johnny Cash, Carl
Perkins, and Jerry Lee Lewis perform a rockin’ show with hits like
“Hound Dog,” “Walk the Line,” and “Great Balls of Fire.” With only 98
seats in the place, you're sitting close enough to be stepped on by
some blue suede shoes. On stage now through June 29.

When you think of live entertainment, think about one of the country’s
leading theaters located right in your backyard. Think Paramount
Theatre. Visit ParamountAurora.com today.

APRIL 30 THROUGH JUNE 15

i G SIKICH

PROUDLY SPONSORED BY

tickets 630.896.6666 o- ParamountAurora.com




COMMUNITY EVENT Il

A STEP ABOVE DANCE
ACADEMY HOLDING

A Step Above Dance Academy (ASA) will be holding its 2025 Annual Dance Recital on Sun-

BY SHANNON CLAYBORN OWNER/ARTISTIC DIRECTOR, A STEP ABOVE DANCE ACADEMY
day, June 8, at West Aurora High School. There will be two shows, 12 pm and 4 pm, both
highlighting the dedicated and talented dancers who have spent their time training and
preparing with the ASA teaching faculty.
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DANCE ACADEMY

Dancers of all ages and levels will be taking the stage to showcase the hard work they have
put into classes this year. A Step Above Dance Academy strives to provide strong technical
dance training while also instilling a love and joy for dance in all of our students. Through
a safe, encouraging, creative, positive, and respectful studio environment, dancers train
in many styles of dance, including ballet, jazz, contemporary, tap, hip hop, and more, all of
which will be on display at this year's recital.

Tickets are available now online at astepaboveacademy.net and will also be available at the
door. We would love to have the support of our community at the show!

. .
DANCE
CLASSES

630.326.9600 - www.astepaboveacademy.net
129 Flinn St. Batavia, IL

T
SERVICES i .

FRESH ESSENCE”™
, _ ' Photograph
Enjoy a sparkling clean Cleaning Service srapy

A STEP ABOVE

DANCE ACADEMY

Specializing in

home WithOUt Ilftlng d 7 . Family, Children,
finger. We're here to “*)  Soyoucan High School Seniors,

make your |ife easier! . spend more Custom Culture

: time doing & Newborns
© 847-232-4554 ext. 304 what you www.portraitsbycecee.com
® freshessence@aclinnovations.com love. 630-800-8111
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Il COMMUNITY EVENT

ELDERDAY HOSTING

TO SUPPORT MEMORY-CHALLENGED SENIORS

Elderday Center, a nonprofit 501(c)(3) organization that has been providing adult day engage-
ment services in the Tri-Cities for more than 35 years, will be hosting its annual fundraising gala,
"Celebrating Dementia's Champions," on May 15 to support senior adults with mild to moderate
cognitive and/or physical challenges.

Calling them the “pearls of our community,” Elderday provides an environment where these
older adults can retain some independence but also receive the supervision and care they
need. It offers dementia-friendly daily activity programs in a structured environment at both its
Batavia and Elgin locations.

By offering a therapeutic activity program that incorporates music and pet therapy, speakers
and presentations, parties, and special events, along with a hot lunch and two snacks a day and
plenty of opportunities to socialize, Elderday is a blessing in the lives of many families. As stated
by the daughter of one of Elderday’s “Pearls,” “I have no words and can’t say enough about this
place and staff. She is finding familiar faces and getting more comfortable every day. Our family
is forever grateful!”

Elderday is more than just a “babysitting service.” Staffed with RNs and nurse practitioners,
Pearls are monitored for physical wellness and medications and are assessed for depression
and anxiety. Staff are trained in the management of dementia and memory loss, and the com-
mitted volunteers who show up every day are there to serve, not to work, says Michael Cobb,
Executive Director of Elderday Center.

Elderday’s annual fundraising gala will be held on Thursday, May 15, at Riverside Receptions in
Geneva, from 5:30-8:30pm. It will be an evening of good food, music, and dancing, and a cel-
ebration of the Fox Valley area Dementia Champions. Visit elderdaycenter.org for tickets and
more information.

Elderday wishes to thank the following sponsors of their annual fundraising gala:
+ Platinum Dementia Champion Event Sponsor: John and Lou Fox Valley Memory Cafe
Pearl Dementia Champion Sponsor: ProMedica Arden Courts Geneva

« Pearl Dementia Champion Sponsor: Seed of Nations International Centre

We Insite You te Our

[ 35" Anniversary Celebration

Every person deserves the
opportunity to live a life filled with
dignity, connection, and
personal growth.

® 630-879-2359
VSW-IL.org

© 325 Main Street
Batavia, IL 60510

© info@vsw-il.org

Cash Bar

Tickets may be purchased by scanning
(630) 761-9750, or
WWWI.EbderdayCenter.org

18 BATAVIA LIVING

(GOODIRRICECEICOODICERVICEEICOODICAIE é

h /?’{/\ \Q

// I 4

0,
]
/A\\\!\w,///)\\
Bkl

[/‘ \
W
~N\ M %
v

NOITFRUMPEDYAROUN
YOURICUMPIRUMBZ

GOODICATNCANIEIXRTEIATY

630.365.6500

Family Owned & Operated




ADDRESS

543 Peebles Ct.
396 Mill St.

534 McKinley

368 Mill St

1419 Clyborne St.
1362 Spencer Ln
1388 Spencer Ln
N20 First St

406 Elizabet St.
1572 Wind Energy Pass
526 S Prairie

271 Maves Dr

326 Meadowrue Ln

REAL ESTATE Il

REAL ESTATE

SOLD IN YOUR AREA

AREA CLOSED RMS ADDRESS AREA CLOSED RMS
Batavia $270,000.00 5 211 N Prairie Batavia $420,000.00 9
Batavia $278,000.00 4 1321 Kline Ct Batavia $460,000.00 8
Batavia $288,000.00 6 610 Violet Ln Batavia $470,000.00 7
Batavia $310,000.00 6 609 S Forest Batavia $485,000.00 9
Batavia $311.000.00 6 303 S Raddant Rd Batavia $515,000.00 10
Batavia $312,000.00 6 957 Lund Ln Batavia $525,000.00 n
Batavia $330,000.00 6 1069 Winnebago Trl Batavia $590,000.00 n
BRIEME $342,250100 S 1243 Payne Ave Batavia $612,000.00 1
B 7 .
atavia $375,000.00 o 25965 Shagbark Dr Batavia $615,000.00 7

Batavia $389,900.00 8 _ _

929 Mark Twain Trl Batavia $625,000.00 10
Batavia $390,000.00 8

175 West Ct Batavia $636,000.00 12
Batavia $395,000.00 6

512 Branson Dr Batavia $653,046.00 n
Batavia $401,000.00 8

Best Version Media does not guarantee the accuracy of the statistical data on this page. The data does not represent the listings of any one agent or agency but represents the activity of the
real estate community in the area. Any real estate agent's ad appearing in the magazine is separate from the statistical data provided which is in no way a part of their advertisement.

YOUR

DID YOU KNOW WE ALSO SPECIALIZE IN REO, BANK OWNED, AND GOVERNMENT ENTITY PROPERTIES?

Real Estate Co.

HOMETOWN BATAVIA REAL ESTATE COMPANY
FOR OVER 10 YEARS!

-

CALL US FOR MORE INFO! 630-601-1300

fReo

WHYRENT REAL ESTATE CO. »==

WHYRENT

RACHEL, MARINA, JOHN, MAYRA, AND ROCIO
TOWER BUSINESS CENTER | 28 S. WATER STREET #302 |

| WWW.WHYRENTRE.COM
BATAVIA IL 60510

R

@
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THE NEXT GENERATION IN WOUND CARE

IMPROVED QUALITY OF LIFE DURING AND AFTER TREATMENT

Serving Patients in Office and Patients with Mobility Issues who require In-Home Care
o Chronic Wounds e Diabetic Ulcers e Pressure Wounds e Venous Ulcers
« Slow or Non-Healing Wounds e Surgical Wounds

Dr. John Konopelski, 2116 W. Galena Blvd. Ste 112 Aurora, IL 60506
DNP C-APN Nurse Practitioner 630-478-9939 | www.unitedwoundcarecenters.com

Helping people navigate their
& Medicare journey

Y
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OF GENEVA

/

Want
to love

your legs
again? '

ry .
/Medicare Supplements
¢ Individual and family under age 65

Immediate appointments available!

¢ Life & Long Term Care Insurance
* Hospital Indemnity
/l.d\menr.an Republic
Insurance Services*

I EWALEL D
Local Insurance Consultant

Kevin Kern, DO

1792 S Randall Rd. = Geneva, IL 60134
(630) 425-0800 E

VeinSpecialistsofGeneva.com

630-286-9160
mhansenhealthcare@gmail.com
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